Only Boutique Hotel On
Peninsula Breaks Ground
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NEWPORT BEACH, CA—R.D. Olson breaks ground
today on the 130-room Lido House, a boutique hotel
situated on more than 4 acres on the former Newport
Beach City Hall site. GlobeSt.com
speaks EXCLUSIVELY with developer Robert Olson about
the project.

Olson: We want the community to feel included in this project and think of it as a contribution to the
city.”

NEWPORT BEACH, CA—R.D. Olson Development Co. breaks ground today on the
130-room Lido House, a boutique hotel situated on more than 4 acres on the former
Newport Beach City Hall site on the Balboa Peninsula here that will significantly
contribute to the Peninsula’s revitalization. Projected to open Summer 2017, the hotel
will feature a variety of amenities including a central courtyard and pool area with

decked-out cabanas and an adjacent manicured Lido Lawn with communal fire pits,
croquet and lawn bowling areas. R.D. Olson has an 85-year lease with the City of
Newport Beach to develop and operate the property. which will be situated next
to Lido Marina Village, the pedestrian-friendly retail and dining complex currently
undergoing a comprehensive renovation. GlobeSt.com spoke exclusively with
company founder and president Robert Olson about the project.
GlobeSt.com: What does R.D. Olson look for when deciding on a hotel project,
and how does Lido House meet those criteria?
Olson: We look for a diversity of demand generators, including a desirable location to
live, high barriers to entry and corporate and leisure demand. Lido House meets these
criteria because Newport Beach is a strong corporate market, an ideal vacation
destination and one of the most sought-after places to live. Lido House will be the only
boutique hotel on the Peninsula since it is difficult to find sites large enough to support a
hotel project.

Lido House will be a 130-room, luxury boutique hotel with a locally sourced full-service restaurant,
bar and lounge, fitness center and spa and more.

GlobeSt.com: Please discuss/describe the hotel and how/why you envision it as a
community hub.
Olson: Once completed, Lido House will be a 130-room, luxury boutique hotel with a
locally sourced full-service restaurant, bar and lounge, fitness center and spa and
more. There are five 1,300-square-foot cottages each individually designed by a local

high-end residential designer. Our goal for Lido House is to be a destination for
connection and camaraderie, as well as a local guesthouse for visiting friends and
family. Our hope for the restaurant is it will become a favorite among locals. We want
the community to feel included in this project and think of it as a contribution to the city.
We plan to be the “curators” of Newport Beach, submersing visitors into the beach
lifestyle.
GlobeSt.com: Can you discuss the history of the hotel site?
Olson: The property was originally developed in 1948 for Newport Beach City
Hall and fire station. The Lido House site is where City Hall was located, but the fire
station will remain in its current location. Several years ago, City Hall relocated near
Fashion Island. We plan to add touches of this area’s history into the hotel as well.
GlobeSt.com: How will Lido House play a key role in the area’s renaissance and
economic vitality?
Olson: The redevelopment of Lido Village will be a great benefit to
the economic vitality of the Peninsula and Newport Beach. We believe that Lido House
will perfectly complement this rejuvenation and greatly benefit the surrounding area—
especially since our guests will get out in the community and shop and dine and play, all
driving more revenue to the area, stepping up demand for further improvements.
GlobeSt.com: What were the challenges/hurdles in developing this project, and
how did you overcome them?
Olson: During the RFP process, we were not allowed to communicate directly with the
City officials or employees, which allowed us a unique opportunity to engage the
community directly to garner support, but more importantly to get direct feedback on a
variety of aspects of the project prior to the City decision. During this phase of the
process, we met with and presented to more than 20 different associations, businessimprovement districts and neighborhood groups and held many public “open house”
events. The City of Newport has been great to work with during this entire process.
The major challenge we faced was obtaining our final approvals from California
Coastal Commission. Not only were we extremely prepared to process our coastal
approvals, but our project was also designed from the very beginning to anticipate what
the Coastal Commission would find important. Some of these items included continuing

the timeless Cape Cod-inspired design that is set back from the street edge and
stepped up in height to reduce massing, preserving two historic ficus trees on the large
events lawn and funding and sponsoring a cutting-edge youth program that encourages
youth from around the region to come experience activities and education along the
coastline. It was a long road to get to where we are now, but we can’t wait until the hotel
is complete and locals and travelers alike can enjoy it.
GlobeSt.com: How would you describe the overall hotel-development climate in
the Newport Beach area?
Olson: Hotel development in this region is extremely difficult when you factor in scarcity
of available property, cost of land, all-time-high construction costs, difficulties getting
approvals from coastal cities and, of course, the California Coastal Commission. Landuse policies and state politics create an environment where projects like Lido House
and our Paséa Hotel & Spa in Huntington Beach are becoming extremely difficult to
replicate.
GlobeSt.com: Can you discuss some of your other recent hotel projects in the
region?
Olson: We recently opened the Paséa Hotel & Spa in Huntington Beach in
collaboration with Pacific Hospitality Group. Our Residence Inn by Marriott
Pasadena and Residence Inn by Marriott Wailea Maui are both set to open in July.
Our Residence Inn Santa Barbara will open next summer, and we are building a full
service Marriott in the thriving Irvine Spectrum area directly across the street from
our Courtyard Irvine Spectrum. All of our project renderings, pictures and live
construction webcams can be seen on our website atwww.rdodevelopment.com.

